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SUBJECT: PORTWORKERS STRIKE 

1 . THE 4,500 STEVEDORES AND 300 PORT MAINTAINANCE 
WORKERS EMPLOYED IN HAIFA, ASHDOD, AND EILAT WENT ON 
STRIKE ON THE MORNING OF MARCH 22, BARRING THE SERVICING 
OF ALL CARGO SHIPS. THEY DEMAND MONTHLY WAGE INCREASES 
OF IL 600 AS COMPENSATION FOR THE WAGE INCREASES GRANTED 
TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEES AND HAVE THREATENED TO 
MAINTAIN THE STRIKE UNTIL THEIR DEMANDS ARE MET. 

2. PORT AUTHORITY DIRECTOR YITZHAK RAHAV INSISTS THAT 
THE CURRENT CONTRACT, WHICH WAS SIGNED FOUR MONTHS AGO 
GRANTING PORT WORKERS A 9 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE, REMAINS 
VALID. HISTADRUT LEADERS HAVE ASKED THE STEVEDORES TO 
RETURN TO WORK, PROMISING THEM THE SAME 4-5 PERCENT WAGE 
INCREASE WHICH THE HISTADRUT IS NOW TRYING TO NEGOTIATE 
FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. HOWEVER, THE PORT WORKERS REMAIN 
ADAMANT IN THEIR DEMANDS AND HAVE THREATENED TO 

DEFY ANY COURT ORDER DIRECTING THEM TO RETURN TO 
WORK. A COURT DECISION IS EXPECTED MARCH 23. 

3. THE STRIKE COMES AT A TIME WHEN PORTS ARE WORKING 
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AT FULL CAPACITY LOADING CITRUS FRUIT AND OTHER 
SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. ALL DOCKS ARE 
OCCUPIED WITH SHIPS WAITING TO BE LEADED AND MORE 
SHIPS ARE WAITING OUTSIDE THE PORTS. THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE SHIPPERS ARE AWARE OF THEIR VULNERABLE POSITION 
AND THE SERIOUS ECONOMIC DAMAGE WHICH A PROLONGED 
STRIKE WOULD CAUSE TO ISRAELI EXPORTS. ON THE OTHER 
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HAND, THEY FEAR, WITH GOOD REASON, THAT CAPITULATION 
TO THE DOCKERS WILL ENCOURAGE FURTHER DEMANDS FROM 
OTHER GROUPS. HOWEVER, IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES EVERYONE 
ASSUMES THAT AN EARLY COMPROMISE WILL BE AGREED. 

DUNNIGAN 
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